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Clean up with Olly!!!
     OllytheOyster.com
___________________________________________________________

Start an Oyster Club or Program at your School!!!

Age level: 1st , 2nd , or 3rd grade
Curriculum: Environmental Science

Intent: To teach children the value of oysters and the environment

Number of meetings: 4 meetings during the year and 1 Oyster Day! 
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[image: image3.wmf]Optional fund raising: Use sales from the book Olly the Oyster Cleans the Bay and from T-shirts to fund the program! 
· 10% of sales for books will go back to your school!!!

· 100% of profits for T-shirts will go back to your school!!!
T-shirts say “Clean up with Olly” and have a picture of Olly 
Supplies needed:

· Binder for the group leader’s Project Notebook. See the website, OllytheOyster.com, for a detailed guide for your notebook.
· Camera for taking photos
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· Session 1 -- WHAT ARE OYSTERS?
· Talk about oysters

· Look at pictures of real oysters from library books or websites  (if you need a sample, I can mail you an oyster shell to pass around)
· Read Olly the Oyster Cleans the Bay.
· Discuss 

· Oysters live on oyster reefs in the Chesapeake Bay. Reefs are where oysters collect and sit on top of each other.
· Oysters are valuable to the environment because they filter and clean the water. A single oyster can filter 60 gallons of water a day. (Think of a gallon of milk.)
· Oysters clean the water just by breathing. 

· When they open their shells, water passes through. 

· Tiny bits of algae, detritus (small plant and animal remains), and sediment (dirt and broken down rocks) stick to the oyster’s gills for the oyster to digest (eat).

· Floating algae, detritus and sediment cloud the water. Cloudy water blocks the sun and makes for an unhealthy bay.
· Excess algae in the water come from pollution.

· Activity: Have students help the teacher (or group leader) put together a Project Notebook. The Project Notebook will help the teacher and students keep track of the group’s accomplishments. 
· Print out “I helped Olly” sheets (found on the website). At the next three meetings, children will place check marks next to the things they did at home to help Olly and the environment, like “I turned out the lights when a room was empty.” They can put more than one checkmark next to each item. They can use a different color marker for each session.
· Take a photo of each student and paste it on their “I helped Olly sheets.” Keep these sheets in the project notebook in the Session 1 section.
· Take home: Hand out Order Forms for books and T-shirts
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· Session 2 -- FIELD TRIP!!!
(If your group does not go on a trip, use this
 opportunity to discuss oyster reefs and how
 they work. Consider utilizing the Distance Learning Program offered by the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center, http://www.serc.si.edu/education/dl/index.aspx.)

· Field trip to an oyster reef (See Website for list of places to visit)
· Wear T-shirts

· Group leader: Take notes for Field Trip Observation Sheet (found in Project Notebook sheets on website). Ask students:
· What is an oyster reef? 

· Do other animals live there besides oysters?
· Do oysters like to sit on top of each other? Why?

· Does the water look cleaner at the oyster reef?  Why?
· Do you think oysters do a good job filtering the water?
· Take photos for project notebook and for the school yearbook!
· Remember to give students an opportunity to put check marks on the “I Helped Olly” sheets in the Project Notebook.

· Take home: Hand out the Collect Recycled Materials Sheet for parents. Children will be collecting cereal boxes, egg cartons, plastic lids and trash bag ties for session 3 project.
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Session 3 – REUSING AND RECYCLING
· Have children fill out “I helped Olly” sheets in the project notebook. Discuss: do they feel they are helping the environment? Discuss how they are reusing materials from home to make their next project. Reusing materials helps us learn to be resourceful and to appreciate what we have instead of wasting it. 

· Activity: Make Olly and his friends out of used materials (see website for instructions). 
· Place the new sea animals on a bulletin board to show how they live in their natural habitats. Use blue paper for background (try to use recycled paper). Discuss how each animal cleans the water in its own way.
· Staple oysters in rows to make an oyster reef! 
· Staple other sea animals on top of natural habitat. For example draw (or use construction paper) to make sea grass. Then staple the crabs on top of the sea grass. You can draw the bottom of a boat at the top of your bulletin board for the barnacles, rocks on the sides for the sea urchins, and sea cucumbers like to sit on the bottom.
· [image: image7.wmf]Take photos of your bulletin board for the project notebook.
· Session 4 – Let’s put on a show!

· Have children fill out “I helped Olly” sheets again in the project notebook (they can have as many check marks as they want). Ask students if they feel that they are helping Olly clean the environment. Do they feel like they are making a difference? Do they feel important?
· Activity: Put on a puppet show using stick puppets! 
· Use coloring pages from the website, OllytheOyster.com. (Try to use recycled paper.)
· Have the children color them and cut them out. 
· Then glue them to wooden sticks. Popsicle sticks can be collected over time to reinforce the recycling message, or bought in bulk from a craft store. 
· For added stability, you can use the cardboard from the extra cereal boxes from session 3. Trace the characters onto the cardboard, cut them out and glue to the back of each character. 

· The script for the puppet show is on the website.
· Take photos for the project notebook.
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· Oyster Day! 

-Wear T-shirts. 

-Invite the author of Olly the Oyster Cleans the Bay( (author’s fee is negotiable).

-Invite parents for open house to see project notebook, bulletin board and puppet show!!!

-Take photos for the school year book!



